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-SPOT REPORT ON 'THE SITUATION -IN' VIETNAM ' • ^ 

;:'-hv-: v::vc information as ;of .5 :30 p.m. v esd • 

• 'p\-c=Cr-* .SIDE -EFFECTS OF-/THE -CURRENT ENEMY OFFENSIVE:'.RZ-^'* 
■J5:v:L-PORTS .ARE''BEGINNING -TO'-COME IN FRO!" THE-FIELD WHICH V':. 

PROVIDE SOKE -MATERIAL-FOR TENTATIVE .ASSESSMENT OF THE ', 
••/.'..-'•.-IMPACT OF -'CURRENT./COMMUNIST. MILITARY ACTION ON THE..: 

; GOVERNMENT,/^HE ...PEOPLE,'LAND ’.THE RURAL’ AREAS OF SOUTH/-* 

V- “!/ IT IS CLEAR-THAT-THE RE^iA^-EEEN;^ IDE SPREAD^' 

DI SRUPIiO N~4>F- G VERtNM'E NT-^O PER A IT 0 NS/.AFFECT I NG..J?AET I--.E • 
- :.CULARUC/T-HE^p.^CTF:iCAT.ia&LSFFORT. . REFUGEES HAVE BE-. •=-£': 

• L; - GUN TO MOVE-BOTH INTO/OR OUT OF- URBAN CENTERS, ’AC-.'. 

' / CORDING TO THE'PREVAILING SITUATION IN THEIR AREAS. 

. ••:; T JrEr --RE A^rIQIi:.^FlrXH£.^PZCEELE/'J J i ASEG E^ERALL'Y'j-B'EZSSO NEBS 

u ' '•' SAFETJ. . - -• /-.^v 

/ -r-P^.. 2 . ■ ■ THE..,VIET-C0NG• -• ‘T-N.-S01^- ipr^ -.HV./r --^TEMPTED " 

'"'".'to' 
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-_pa?ij; AR^-SUPPORT ’FOR- THE T? 


:-^-Y -anTTOfll ,. 


: BUT'THERE" ARE FEW--INDICATIONS -THAT-THEIR EFF0RTS-A5 E 


rSUCCEEDI 


~ANT;~TN FpCTy-rsQMTr 


LOCAL 


^R/'7PP -BELIEVE . 


/.TriATTpOPULAR /REACTION -WI!.n-BE/PFCIDEDLY NEGATIVE! 


r~RT70L UT,T0.NA2.Y..GEV£-L0 RUE NL..C AD RE .OPERATIONS.^ •' 

■ 'v:-HAV^ 3£EN : Dj[SRD PEDATE AMS IN MANY AREAS PARTICULARLY'. 
-.‘IN I CORPS HAVE BEEN ENGAGED BY ENEMY FORCES AND HAVE 
• ’REPORTED HEAVY ..CASUALTIES.: IN OTHER AREAS, CONTACT- -.T 
' HAS NOT-BEEN MADE WITH THE TEAMS, BUT THEIR. STATUS * 
;:-..-:-*$TS UNCLEAR'ANT) -IN SOME/AREAS THEY APPEAR TO HAVE LEFT 
//.'/THEIR POSTS.'-/ SOME OF -THE CADRES SEEM TO BE CUT OFF , ’ 
FROM-FRIENDLY MILITARY -ELEMENT5 ‘AND SOME 3ECAUSE OF / ‘ 
. THE TET HOLIDAYS, WERE APPARENTLY CAUGHT OFF GUARD '•*>. 
BY THE ENEMY OFFENSIVE AND HAVE NOT REPORTED BACK-."' 
FOR DUTY. IN SINK LONG PROVINCE, FOR EXAMPLE, AN-", 
AMERICAN OBSERVER REPORTS THAT ONLY- f 0. PERCENT $? 
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FOR DUTY.. i.s dUii LONG PSL-INCE, 
AMERICAN 03SERVER REPORTS THATJDNJ 
THE CADRES AI ONE" RD ' S ITE- WERHD'-ON 
ASCI HE R ~ 51TZ-'NE A E- -T HE v: ?«0V.INC&&I!;*? 
THREE ..CADRES' WERE "PRESENT' D'OT^OF** 

* "4 . W A**3nr^3E?L- py AREAS:AHA.VE^'EPai 
FLOWS. RESIDENTS OF DUY XUYEN Dll 
MAM- PROVINCE HAD SEEN EVACUATED 3 
FEBRUARY, AND IN HOA VANG DISTRIC 
APPROXIMATELY 1,000 -REFUGEES UERE 
OF FOOD. THE BING LONG PROVINCTAi 
A STEADY FLOW OF REFUGEES FROM Oil' 
ARE REPORTEDLY IN COMMUNIST HANDS 
PROVINCE, WHERE NO MINOR ENEMY* AT' 
PEOPLE ARE REPORTED LEAVING THE ,P 
OF XUAN LOG BECAUSE THEY FEARED A 
OF 1-2' FEBRUARY. 

5. T HE : POPULACt ; ''APPE ARS'-GENE-ft 
WITH■ ■•sOVERNFiEiU^MEASURES, SUCtf AS 
FEARFUL FOR ITS OWN .SAFETY AND IN 
CONSEQUENCES OF THE ENEMY’S OFFEN 
KENT AND TH E FATE OF THE COUNTRY. 
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ME IDENCE-D Tw -THE '■ G OVERNMS nT'--*A'ND^ 


FR'OTTnTrRER~g.l !A-R-LE 5 S ARE THAT.MANY 
~~~nr~~RES ULTT N THE ALLIES’- ACaUI! 


AL IT lilN-GO-'VESI jMENT. 


"THERE. HAVE 3EE N 1 NO TNDTCA1 
T '' vr ~^^ ~ZZT~5T ~ 3 R £ V ALE N TV C 


■SIJCC P' 


IN GENERATE 






M ILITARY- ACTIONS. . '..ISOLATED ATTEf 
TO START DEMONSTRATIONS BUT THE SI 
RECEIVED LITTLE RESPONSE. 0NE.R1 
VIET CONG IN FRONT OF A PAGODA II 

(SUSLLV -- 

^ANTTg 0VERNMENT ' AGITi 
PUT DOWN BECAUSE THE DA NANG BUDI 
SENT FOR HELP FROM THE AUTHORITIl 

WHICH LISTED UNENTHUSIASTICALLY ' 

OF VICTORY AND A CALL FOR THE EN! 

CENTRAL VIETNAM, WAS DISPERSED Ai 
WERE AREE3TED. 

8. IN SAIGON, WHERE THE VIET CONG OCCUPIED’!; 

MILITANT BUDDHISTS’ AN QUANG POGODA FOR SEVERAp. 

ON l FEBRUARY, A GROUP OF MOwKS AND- NUNS FROM A-NEIGHBOR- 
INS PAGODA STAGED A 3RIEF DEMONSTRATION TO SHOWVTHUR"^#^- 
SYMPATHY FOR THE COMMUNISTS. THERE,^<3i.’K0^V^EHC8y^1^4V • 
HOWEVER,- TO I ..01 CATS' 7 HA T UDHE*'MI LI T A NT “ 3 UDDHlfSTcijBADER S • •• 
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ITAjTIONjMsg* 


^MILITANT. : BUDDH1STS’•? .^A NF.QUANGF-POG"OD A/FOR ^SEVERAL'- KDURS • V; 
:<.:.\MiQii"^l '.iFEBRUARy^AtGRb.UP-'OE^MONksrAND'N'USS/^ROM^NEIQKBOR-. 
^1 : Ss4 ; ING PAGODA'"STAGEDhA v BR IE F 1 '• DEMO M5TR AT 10 N 5T 0 > S KG W.! I HE I R 
&fe; S YM PAT H Y *F0R •£ HE ICO MM UN I STS ,'S. • ^HEB^^S^NT?®ViDrNCE^ V*?^ 
ir; ^<-^WE c VERi^*T^^l^ATE^^T^HES?fte-TANT2SUD!)-H-Isa^-LEABER5 "• ; 

.. •->, v •; ,- 

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■i 0N • 

*: • rV-^I N IT I AL^E ACT.IO N .OF, SOME ;0F:-THE -TOP ^GOVERNMENT • .'• S* 
'f:j : '^LEADERS ■ TO THE r CURRENT. T lCR ISIS. ^-STNCS^PRESIDENT. THIEU •-; 
>%£*VAS : IN.-M Y. .TKO -WHEN ' T HE - VIET CONG ".'CURRENT • 'OFFENSIVE . ••' Y r'. 

ESA S’ 0: CO JAN AC: /TCE-PRESIDENTS IC CHARGE A 

il4^‘AIc:lHE^Jbl^^^RAL^§^^m^JREYTED^KE=£(aCVE'R'NM£NT : : -' 
"JA- ; E“ ; : 0^^TETjKAZ'J.^C0 0NTER 7 .EFFO.R-T-vJJNi lL ^.THIE LI- S -R £ I UR NT0 ' > ' -v" 

■ - ^aJigoMT^AT^HAT"-TIME, KY ''ADVTSED i "’tHTEU TO"DECLARRE . • - 

MARTIAL LAV AND; TO TAKE OTHER MEASURES-TO IMPOSE : . ••: V C 
•-}. .v.:- NEEDED /CHANGE S.^-KS f ALSO . ADVISED- THIEU .TO - 'CALL A '• *,* • . C.' ; : 
-•CA,vSPECIAL'- SESSION OF THE -NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. TrX-NEXT.. A 
YJ'CAj.DAY. lX^HELP^^lRE-GT^O'E.FENS£^iOE:iTA : N^SON^KUT---.ilR-.vi. .;. : 

Y-lj^FxEIDw’ixi)IRECTOR"GENERAL" OF INFORMATION LINK,' UPON "CS 
HI'S RETURN TO 'SAIGON, ~ FOUND_PRIMEr.-tKINTSIES aLO G -;SCLlEr^ c. i 

''' : :- : ‘' : -'-.'".UHAT.^B^l«;ILD'ERED^J®'^^AV-nJT v EVE : RYT4iT'NG" t W“T : HE--EHANI>S • 

>0F----IHE:;KILTTAR.Y5SJSA- ; ?£A3INET .MEETING ON THE MORNING v 'C-'/ 
- ' OF"!' "FEBRUARY DECIDED -NOTHING EXCEPT THAT A COMMUNIQUE '•'- 

SHOULD BE DRAFTED. AND -.BRAODCAST THAT EVENING. THE __ "F 
.••.REST OF THE MEETING'"WAS"DE VOTED TO PRODUCT I VS,^S'ELF^-'^--. 

• '■ DEFEii^i^^AT:EKE1liPS2B^^-ftEJ* , ^A"jW't)US^KTNI STER S; iW ^ - ;.:*' • , 

',:.E>'900 - - *V« .Ji-.-C. - «* "" • 
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